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From the Rabbi's Desk
Continuing Education is essential for rabbis, as 
it is in so many fields. Through ongoing educa-
tion, both formal and informal, we are better 
able to serve our communities. We learn about 
new developments in our field, exchange infor-
mation and ideas, and see issues in synagogue 
life from other perspectives. Now that the fall 
holidays are over, I’ve recently been able to 
engage in some important and worthwhile 
educational opportunities available for clergy 
through the Reconstructing Judaism movement, 
and through other organizations.

In November, I attended the annual convention 
of the Reconstructionist Rabbinical Association 
(RRA). The 130 rabbis who gathered comprised 
the largest gathering of Reconstructionist rabbis 
to date and represented a wealth of information 
and expertise. 

The rabbis’ conference was followed by the gen-
eral movement convention for Reconstructing 
Judaism. This was the first general convention 
in 10 years and was well attended by members 
of Reconstructionist congregations all over the 
country. 

I attended workshops both practical and schol-
arly on a range of topics, including one on trau-
ma counseling, one reflecting on the #MeToo 
movement through study of traditional Jewish 
religious texts, and one by Beit haTefutsot, the 
Museum of the Diaspora in Tel Aviv, showcas-

ing their fabulous online resources about world 
Jewry.

In addition to physically attending conferences, 
I’ve been able to access continuing education 
remotely. I recently attended two online con-
tinuing education seminars sponsored by the 
RRA: one on issues surrounding bereavement; 
and one for rabbis serving congregations in 
rural and semi-rural areas.
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January/February
Jan. 4 Traditional Shabbat Service  7:00 PM
Jan. 9 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM
Jan. 11 New & Prospective Member 7:00 PM
 Shabbat Service
Jan. 12 Outdoor Shabbat 10:00 AM 
 at Judy Rubin’s
Jan. 17 Community Kitchen 4:45 PM
Jan. 18 Dinner & Lecture 5:30 PM
 Shabbat Shirah 7:00 PM
Jan. 19 Shabbat Shirah at BAJC 10:00 AM
Jan. 25 Kavanah Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Jan. 26 CAA Movie – 7:00 PM 
 “The Big Lebowski”
Jan. 31 Community Kitchen 4:45 PM
Feb. 1 Traditional Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Feb. 2 Sing Along 7:00 PM
Feb. 3 NEC Lecture Series/ Mason 3:00 PM
 Library/KSC
Feb. 8 Shir Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Feb. 10 CAA Book Club – “The Last 2:00 PM
 of The Just”
Feb. 13 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM
Feb. 15 Short Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
 Shlicha Weekend
Feb. 16 Older Students Lead Service 10:00 AM
 Lunch to Follow
 Ashuelot Concerts 7:30 PM
Feb. 21 Community Kitchen 4:45 PM
Feb. 22 Shabbat Unplugged 7:00 PM
Feb. 23 CAA Movie -“The Believer” 7:00 PM
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Another source of educa-
tion, exchange of ideas, and 
professional support is right 
here in New Hampshire: the 
Jewish Clergy Association of 
New Hampshire. We typi-
cally meet monthly. Although 
snowy roads caused me 
to turn back from driving 
to Manchester, I was able to 
return home and join the most 
recent meeting by conference call. My col-
leagues and I shared insights on how the com-
munities we live in had shown their support 
and caring after the tragedy in Pittsburgh, and 
we exchanged information and views on how 
our synagogues are dealing with security.

I was also honored to be asked to teach at 
the National Havurah Committee’s Regional 
Institute in Palmer, MA this December. This 
weekend of learning is the short winter version 
of the weeklong Summer Institute which met 
for years in Rindge at Franklin Pierce. 

The National Havurah Committee is an organi-
zation founded in 1980 with the goal to encour-
age and revitalize Jewish living and learning 
in the larger Jewish community. There are dif-
ferent kinds of havurot: independent groups of 
unaffiliated Jews, as well as synagogue havu-
rot – smaller groups within larger synagogues 
comprised of people who share a particular 
interest. The majority of people who attend the 
Havurah Institute belong to synagogues.

Approximately 250 adults (as well as many 
children) attend the Summer Institute, which 
has in recent years been held at University 
of Hartford in West Hartford, Connecticut. 
(There is some interest in relocating back to the 
Franklin Pierce campus in 2020.)

The winter New England Regional Institute 
is held at Camp Ramah in Palmer, MA. It is a 
smaller affair, drawing approximately 60-80 
attendees. Attendees come from a range of 
Jewish backgrounds and levels of observance. 
The weekend includes varied workshops on 
Jewish texts, arts, culture, spirituality, and 
practice. There are many opportunities to pray, 
sing, learn, and eat.

I taught two workshops. One called “Existing 

Jewish Technology” explored both spiritual 
and practical reasons for engaging in Jewish 
ritual practices. Another, called “Holy Spokes,” 
looked at Jewish Spirituality and Bicycling.

I attended some great workshops, including 
one given by Dr. Rachel Adelman, professor 
of Bible at Hebrew College, tracing the moral 
development of Judah in Genesis. I learned 
some new Jewish holiday songs and prayer 
melodies.

This year, President Ronnie Brown attended 
with me. When the weeklong Summer Institute 
was in Rindge, several CAA members dropped 
in for workshops. Although Palmer, MA and 
West Hartford, CT are a little further than 
Rindge, I hope that over time many more CAA 
members will be able to take advantage of this 
excellent resource. Continuing education is for 
everyone!

Rabbi Loewenthal

A Letter from the President
So much has happened since the senseless 
tragedy at the Tree of Life synagogue on 
October 27th.  On Monday, October 29th, the 
Monadnock Region came together here at CAA 
in solidarity.   335 people showed up in sup-
port of each other as we mourned the lives 
of the 11 people that were gunned down in 
Pittsburgh, during their Shabbat morning ser-
vice.

We reached out to the community and they 
came in droves.  Rabbi Loewenthal's open-
ing remarks created an atmosphere of caring, 
safety, and respect. We heard both formal 
and informal remarks from Tom White, Hank 
Knight, and Paul Vincent from the Cohen 
Center for Holocaust and Genocide studies.  
Our members Joe Schapiro, Vivian Prunier, 
and Melanie McDonald 
spoke from the heart.  
Sheriff Eli Rivera shared his 
thoughts and Keene police 
were keeping a watchful eye. 
We ended our hour led by 
Rabbi Loewenthal, singing 
together a Jewish version 
of Lennon and McCartney's 
“Let it Be”, with the adapta-
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tion to “Kein Yehi Ratzon”, let it be G-d's will.

The outpouring of prayer and concern has 
continued to come from the larger community.  
CAA has received cards, phone calls, and offers 
of support from other houses of worship in the 
area, and from individuals reaching out to us in 
the aftermath. Notably, Senator Maggie Hassan 
called Rabbi Loewenthal to check in and hear 
our concerns and offer support.  Their conversa-
tion included substantive dialogue about where 
this horrendous event fits in the broader envi-
ronment of hate crimes and violence.   

The Keene police have been incredibly helpful 
and attentive.  Lt. Shane Maxfield met with our 
Security Committee (Rabbi Loewenthal, David 
Kochman, and Ronnie Brown) to do a security 
assessment of the building on November 12th.  
He was very impressed with our welcoming 
and secure building and made some recommen-
dations to enhance safety that we have acted 
upon.

On November 29th Lt. Maxfield provided a two 
hour Active Shooter training that was attended 
by staff, teachers in our religious school, board 
members, and congregants.  On December 12th, 
Lt. Maxfield returned to provide a brief training 
for those board members and congregants who 
will be serving as greeters at Friday night ser-
vices.  The predominant function of the greeters 
is to help people feel welcome on Shabbat and 
in our building.  However, the secondary ben-
efit is that visitors and members will be aware 
that someone is paying attention and guests 
have a person to turn to with questions or con-
cerns.  Please let me know if you are interested 
in serving as a greeter.

On December 13th, we passed our annual fire 
equipment inspection and security inspection.  
That means that every motion detector, panic 
button, and door as well as two newly added 
basement classroom window sensors are in 
good working order.  

The families of our religious school have 
been well thought about. In addition to Rabbi 
Loewenthal checking in with each family as 
they arrived the morning after the shooting, she 
has provided individual support to children 
(and others) as needed. While we have always 
kept our children's safety at the forefront, we 

have enhanced some procedures to provide 
reassurance.

From November 15 -18 l attended the con-
vention Rooted and Relevant: Reconstructing 
Judaism in 2018 in Philadelphia. Congregational 
Presidents gathered for the first of a day full 
of meetings Thursday, and Ellen Surloff, the 
President of Dor Hadash, one of the three con-
gregations worshipping at Tree of Life, was in 
attendance.  She shared with us her experience 
of that day and what she had learned in the 
aftermath.  Her reporting of information from 
the FBI, ADL and others was consistent with 
information that David Kochman and l had 
gleaned from a webinar we attended on October 
31st entitled, “Security after Pittsburgh”.  1300 
people across the nation attended that helpful 
program.

All of this is so very heavy, l want to end with a 
resource that is helping Pittsburgh to heal, and 
can help us as well.  Ellen Surloff and I attended 
a workshop: “Experiencing Prayer through 
Bluegrass and Old Time Music”.  This was 
presented by a band named Nefesh Mountain.  
They wrote a song called Tree of Life that is 
soothing and has been very helpful to me.  At 
that workshop, Ellen introduced herself to the 
band, and they immediately offered to go to 
Pittsburgh to do a concert for the community.  
Nefesh Mountain performed Saturday night at 
the convention with 500 people singing, danc-
ing and healing.

L'shalom, 
Ronnie Brown, President 
ronniembrown@gmail.com

Ahavas Achim Office Hours
Tuesday-Friday  
9:30 am - 2:30 pm
Contact: 603.352.6747 or  
secretary.ahavas.achim@gmail.com 
Appointments with the Rabbi can be sched-
uled by emailing rabbi.ahavas.achim@
gmail.com
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ADVERTISE!
Would you like to advertise your business in our  
newsletter?  A business card would be a nice 
way to let our community know that you are 
out there and inform them about what you are 
doing.  Advertising rates are $18 (chai=life=18) 
an issue, or $90 a year (six issues).  Please call 
the synagogue (352-6747) or mail your card to 
Congregation Ahavas Achim at 84 Hastings 
Avenue. Patronize our advertisers! 

January/February Special Events
Indoor/Outdoor Shabbat at Judy Rubin’s house
Saturday, January 12 -10:00 am carpool from 
CAA; or meet at 10:30 at Judy’s

Come join in prayer-sharing and singing, a 
vegan/vegetarian potluck lunch, and an option-
al pleasant loop walk in the woods.  If you’d 
like to join the walkers, dress accordingly. This 
is a dog-friendly event. 

Judy’s address: 492 Pratt Road in Alstead, NH 
Questions? Contact Judy Rubin (603) 835-8082 

New and Prospective Member Shabbat
Friday, January 13 
6:00 pm Potluck 
7:00 pm Shir Shabbat Service

You’ve been hearing great things about 
Congregation Ahavas Achim and meaning to 
visit us sometime? Come and meet, eat, pray!

You’re a newish member? We’re delighted to 
officially welcome you and help you feel at 
home!

You’re a longtime member? You’ll enjoy cel-
ebrating Shabbat with new and prospective 
members on this special Friday evening. 

Please bring a dish to share at the dairy/vegetar-
ian potluck dinner!

Join Us for Shabbat Shira: Two Opportunities 
this Year!
1. Friday, January 18 at 5:30 pm

The Shabbat of Parashat B’Shalach is known as 
Shabbat Shira – the Shabbat of Song – because 
it includes the beautiful and lyrical Song at 
the Sea.  This year we have two chances to do 
something special for Shabbat Shira – one on 
Friday night and one on Saturday morning.

On Friday, there will be a dinner at CAA begin-
ning at 5:30 pm.  Dale Rosenberg will cook a 
fish dinner to welcome Shabbat, and she will 
present on the Song at the Sea over dinner.  
Eat from the bounty of the sea (with vegetar-
ian alternatives, of course, as well as soup and 
assorted side dishes) while hearing commentary 
and history associated with this key section 
of our sacred text.  We’ll finish in time to go 
upstairs for a Short Shabbat service at 7:00.
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Please RSVP if you will be attending the Friday 
night dinner, so we know how much food to 
provide.

2. Saturday, January 18 at 10:00 am

Join Rabbi Loewenthal, Dr. Lainee Ginsberg, 
other CAA members and Cantor Kate Judd at 
Brattleboro’s Shir Heharim congregation as we 
savor this special Shabbat – the Shabbat of the 
Torah portion B’Shallach containing the “Song 
at the Sea.”  This Shabbat morning service will 
include harmonies and rounds as we pay spe-
cial attention to joyous song on this “Shabbat of 
Song – Shabbat Shirah.”

Shir Heharim/Brattleboro Area Jewish 
Community is located at 151 Greenleaf Street, 
Brattleboro VT 05301.

Of course no RSVP is necessary to come to ser-
vices either Friday night or Saturday morning.

Sing Your Heart Out!
Saturday, February 2 at 7:00 pm

We’re getting together to sing popular songs old 
and new (and perhaps a few well-known Jewish 
tunes). We’ll drink wine and eat snacks. What 
could be nicer?

Feel free to bring song lyrics (with or without 
chords/sheet music). Bring your joy of singing 
and some friends. Guitars, percussion, etc. are 
very welcome!

Questions? Contact Rabbi Loewenthal at rabbi.
ahavas.achim@gmail.com

Special Shabbat in February: 
Shlicha Visit Plus Older Kids Lead Services
Friday, February 15 at 7:00 pm

Mark your calendars now for the Shabbat of 
February 15 and 16.  Make sure to be around 
that weekend, which will be full of special 
events at CAA.  Noam Wolf, New Hampshire’s 
Israeli Shlicha (Emissary), will spend Shabbat 
with us here in Keene.  She’ll participate in 
services, teach children and adults, and share 
Israeli culture with us. Noam is a talented 
singer and will be a great addition to the short 
Shabbat on Friday evening.  

Older Students Lead Shabbat Morning Service
Saturday, February 16 at 10:00 am

Then, on Saturday morning, Noam will par-
ticipate in the service along with our older 
Religious School students, who will lead por-
tions of the morning service.  

Join us to support our youth and to have the 
experience of a warm and enjoyable Shabbat 
morning.  It’s a chance to hear Torah read, to 
have an Aliyah or lift or bind the Torah.  For 
those who will be attending a bar/bat mitzvah 
or having one in their own family, it’s a way to 
practice the rituals and the service in a low-key 
environment.

After the service on the 16th, stick around for 
lunch.  Noam will stay with us and offer an 
educational opportunity for both parents and 
children.  Look for details in the weekly email.

Shabbat Unplugged
Friday, February 22 at 7:00 pm

Join us for this (acoustic) musical service. Some 
of the central themes of our Shabbat prayers 
will be expressed through popular songs, rather 
than the traditional words of prayer. Let’s 
experiment together and explore how beloved, 
highly resonant secular songs can create holy 
moments. 

Would you like to bring an instrument of your 
own? You are invited to come one hour before 
the service to tune up and rehearse with Rabbi 
Loewenthal and crew.
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The Nathan E. Cohen Lecture Series Presents

The Legend of The ThirT y-Six: JewS, righTeouSneSS,  
and The faTe of The worLd
Speaker: CeLia rabinowiTz, dean of The MaSon Library 

 aT keene STaTe CoLLege

Sunday, February 3 at 3:00 PM 
The lecture will be presented at the Mason Library.

There are many stories about the lamed 
vavnikim, the 36 righteous men whose 
existence in each generation prevents the 
world’s destruction. Ideas about the power 
of righteous individuals to protect us from 
the worst in our nature appear in the Torah 
and throughout Jewish scripture, law, and 
folklore. 

What role do these stories play in the ways 
we think of ourselves as Jews and as human 
beings? How might the legend of the lamed 

vavniks influence our beliefs and actions 
today? Dr. Rabinowitz will consider these 
questions and more in this edifying talk.

Nathan E. Cohen lectures are free and open to 
the public.  There is a reception afterwards with 
refreshments and a chance for socializing.  This 
lecture is presented in coordination with The 
Cohen Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies 
as one of their “36 and Counting” programs to 
mark the Cohen Center’s 36th anniversary. 

Volunteer at The Community Kitchen
We will be volunteering at The Community 
Kitchen on January 17th, which is our new 
MONTHLY 3rd Thursday date.  We also plan 
to continue to provide volunteers for the 5th 
Thursday of any month that has one. January 31 
is a 5th Thursday, so we will be volunteering at 
TCK twice in January!  February will find us at 
TCK on our new normal 3rd Thursday, the 21st.  

If you plan on joining us, please arrive at 4:45 
pm. All are encouraged to come out for a 
couple of hours to help serve and then clean up 
after the evening meal.  We welcome you even 
if you can help for only part of the evening. As 
always, it helps if you notify me ahead of time 
when you know you will be coming.  We try 
not to be over or under-volunteered!

Thanks, Gary 
352-0440, gm_shapiro@yahoo.com

Weekly Torah Study – Open to All
Join us on Sundays when Religious School is 
in session*, from 12:30-2:00 pm, as we read and 
discuss the parasha of the week, the weekly 
portion of Torah that is read by Jews the world 
over.  

Each Sunday we look ahead to the coming 
Shabbat reading.  After brief framing comments, 
we read – in English or in Hebrew followed 
by English translation – the text, stopping to 
look at commentary and discuss issues raised.  
There’s a core group who usually comes, and 
drop-ins are always welcome.  

No previous experience with Torah study is 
required.  Light refreshments are served.

*Some exceptions might occur. Check weekly CAA 
emails for updates.
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WELLER & MICHAL ARCHITECTS  

RESIDENTIAL  

COMMERCIAL   

MUNICIPAL 
INSTITUTIONAL  

POB 360,  25 Church Street      
Harr isv i l le  NH 03450  

www.wapm.com                                   603-827-3840      

What’s Doing at the CAA Library?   
Book Club Meeting Sunday, February 10,  
at 2:00 pm
In February, we’ll be doing something a little 
different with the CAA Book Club, in collabora-
tion with Keene State College’s Mason Library, 
Keene Public Library, and the Cohen Center for 
Holocaust and Genocide Studies.  Throughout 
Keene, people will be reading the same won-
derful novel – The Last of the Just by Andre 
Schwartz-Bart – and have multiple opportuni-
ties to meet and discuss it.  

The novel, originally published in 1959 in 
French as Le Dernier des Justes, is the book club 
offering not only of CAA but also of the Cohen 
Center’s 36 and Counting project, in which 
organizations and institutions throughout the 
Monadnock area are commemorating the 36th 
anniversary of the Cohen Center with 36 educa-
tional events.  All three libraries (Keene Public, 
Mason, and CAA) are acquiring copies of this 
novel and each one will offer a meeting to dis-
cuss it.

Schwartz-Bart, a French Jewish Holocaust sur-
vivor, both of whose parents were murdered 
at Auschwitz, tells a sweeping tale that inter-
weaves legend and history.  He follows one 
fictional Jewish family from oppression and 
death in 12th Century England through to the 
Holocaust, with a level of realism combined 
with mysticism that is rare in literature.  

This novel takes as its premise the legend of the 
Lamed Vavniks, the story that says that in each 
generation there are 36 (Lamed Vav in Hebrew 
numbers) righteous people for whose sake the 
world is preserved.  As such, the Lamed Vavniks 
experience all manner of suffering, and through 
them Schwartz-Bart relates a tale of torment 

throughout the ages.  The Levy family of the 
novel have one of these doomed righteous 
people in each generation, and that is both their 
blessed destiny and their tragedy. Frederic 
Morton in his review in the New York Times 
said, in part, that the book is “part history, part 
vision, forged into a single terrifying outcry. 
[The protagonist] invokes G-d in a wilderness 
of evil. There is in all his constant despair, a 
strange certitude of consolation.”  

This book will break your heart and transform 
your soul.  The CAA Book Club will meet 
on February 10 at 2:00 pm. Alternatively you 
can discuss The Last of the Just at Keene Public 
Library on January 31 at 7:00 pm, or at Keene 
State’s Mason Library on February 26 at 11:00 
am. 

The CAA library has multiple copies of the 
book.  Pick one up next time you are at shul or 
get one from either of the other two libraries. 
And don’t forget to attend the Nathan E. Cohen 
Lecture about the legend on which the book is 
based – details elsewhere in this Bulletin.

 
Cleaning and Restoration 

Services
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Saturday Night at the Movies – The CAA Movie 
Club
We’ll have popcorn and other snacks, brief fram-
ing comments, and then the screening.  After 
the film we’ll have a discussion.  No charge 
for CAA members.  We ask that non-members 
donate $5 a person to cover refreshments and 
movie rental/purchase.

January 26 at 7:00 pm “The Big Lebowski”
The Coen brothers’ 1998 film “The Big 
Lebowski” has, in the twenty years since its 
release, become a cult classic.  A comic crime 
film featuring such disparate elements as bowl-
ing, kidnapping, mistaken identity, and fantasy 
sequences, it showcases Jeff Bridges in the lead 
role of “the Dude” – an endearing ne’er-do-well.  
The Dude’s friend Walter, brilliantly played by 
John Goodman, provides the Jewish content. 
Amid a complicated plot and stellar perfor-
mances by stars including Julianne Moore, Steve 
Buscemi, Philip Seymour Hoffman, and John 
Turturro, it’s the Dude/Walter friendship that 
really stands out and garners the most laughs. 
Walter’s rant about why he doesn’t bowl on 
Shabbat is particularly memorable.  

February 23, at 7:00 pm “The Believer”
In this Sundance Grand Jury Prize Winning 
film, a young Ryan Gosling plays Daniel Balint, 
a Jewish man who hides his background and 
becomes a neo-Nazi.  Director Henry Bean’s 
script is loosely based on the life of Dan Burros, 
a member of the American Nazi Party and the 
KKK who committed suicide when he was 
revealed to be Jewish.  This 2001 film is a study 
in self-hatred and madness as well as a compel-
ling portrait of modern American hate groups.

Highlights of the CAA Board Meetings 
November 7 and December 12, 2018
Synagogue Security. Even though CAA has 
been conscientious about security, in the after-
math of the mass shooting at the Tree of Life 
Synagogue in Pittsburgh on October 27, the 
board has worked to make improvements to 
the synagogue’s security. David Kochman and 
Ronnie Brown attended a video meeting offered 
by the Reform movement that ended up being 
attended by representatives of many other 
denominations and organizations. Lt. Shane 
Maxfield, a military veteran who works for the 
Keene Police Department, performed a building 
assessment on November 12.  In addition, Lt. 
Maxfield, led an active shooter training and an 
usher training. 

As a result of this, we added to the security 
measures that were already in place. Board 
members and other volunteers have started 
servings as greeters at Friday night services and 
at religious school.

Rabbi Liaison Committee. The Rabbi Liaison 
Committee (RLC) gathered information from 
surveys assessing the sufficiency of Rabbi 
Loewenthal’s services in various areas identified 
in her contract. People who would be familiar 
with the rabbi’s performance were approached 
to complete the surveys. There was more than 
one person surveyed for each category. The 
RLC reported to the board a finding of suffi-
ciency of service by Rabbi Loewenthal, with all 
positive responses. The RLC is now looking at 
the best process to achieve the mutual goal set-
ting of the CAA board and Rabbi Loewenthal 
that is referred to in the rabbi’s contract. 

The CAA Website. Traffic on the website con-
tinues to increase. The board has discussed 
ways to make the website more beneficial to 
CAA members and others who visit it. More 
documents, information, and photographs will 
soon be available on the website. 
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Simchas for January/February
Birthdays
Colin Kremer ................................ January 1
Molly Burman .............................. January 8
Charles Schadick  ......................... January 8
Hayden August  ........................... January 9
Scott Friedman .............................. January 9
Joel Mark Cohen  ......................... January 19
Jack Tenofsky  ............................... January 25
Ethan Bettinger  ............................ January 29
Rachel Silberstein  ........................ January 30
Solomon Silberstein  .................... January 30
Jan Cohen  ..................................... January 31
Noah Carmel  ...............................February 2

Catherine Oskow  ........................February 7
Susan Weller  ................................February 9
Thomas Judd ................................February 17
Joseph Steinfield  ..........................February 19
Michael Fish ..................................February 20
Kathi Borden  ................................February 21
Sophia Domitrovich  ....................February 26
Maya-Grace Ginsberg  .................February 28

Anniversaries
Leonard Weiser &  ....................... January 13 
Beth Heckman Weiser

ASHUELOT CONCERTS  
PERFORMING AT CAA

Saturday, February 16th @ 7:30 pm
Czech Piano Quartets

Suk Piano Quartet, Op.1
Martinů Piano Quartet

Dvořák Piano Quartet No.1 in D, Op.23

Samara Piano Quartet
Louisa Stonehill - Violin
Marcia Cassidy - Viola

Paul Cohen - Cello
Nicholas Burns - Piano

Ticket information at:  
http://ashuelotconcerts.org 

Note: snow date is Sunday, February 17th. 

Are You Getting the Weekly Synagogue E-mail?
A mass mailing to CAA members and other 
interested parties provides info on upcoming 
services and other events.  This e-mail is sent 
out every Tuesday or Wednesday.  Additional 
emails are sent when there’s news that can’t 
wait.  If you’re not receiving the weekly email, 
call the CAA office and ask to be added.  It’s the 
way to keep up to date in between Bulletins.
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2019 Incentive Grants Available for Jewish 
Summer Camp

The Jewish Federation 
of New Hampshire 
partners with The 
Foundation for Jewish 

Camp (www.OneHappyCamper.org) to offer a 
limited number of grants for first time campers 
attending a Jewish summer camp.  Campers 
who attend camp leave with memories such 
as camp-wide Maccabiah games, self-made 
pottery coming out of the kiln, a hike end-
ing around a campfire, challenge of the ropes 
course, and the lakeside Shabbat.  Most impor-
tantly, Jewish camps create life-long friend-
ships and unbreakable bonds to Judaism and 
the Jewish Community.

Eligibility criteria for first-time* campers:

• $1000 grant if enrolled for 19+ consecutive 
days

• $700 grant if enrolled for 12-18 consecutive 
days

• Must be entering grades 1-12 (after camp)

• Reside in New Hampshire or family must 
belongs to a New Hampshire Jewish congre-
gation

• Do not attend Jewish day school or yeshiva

• Attending a nonprofit, Jewish, overnight 
camp listed on Find A Camp

*Campers who previously attended camp for 11 
days or less are still eligible for first-time camper 
grants.

Applications Available for Annabelle and 
Arnold Cohen Camp Grants
The Annebelle and Arnold Cohen Camperships 
is a needs-based program which will allow 
a limited number of Jewish children in New 
Hampshire to attend one of the three wonder-
ful Jewish overnight camps run by the non-
profit Eli and Bessie Cohen Camps organiza-
tion: Camp Pembroke, Camp Tel Noar and 
Camp Tevya.  

At every Cohen Camp, you can count on chil-
dren living all the magic of summer: deep 

friendships, outdoor living, arts, swimming 
and sports. What sets the Cohen Camps experi-
ence apart is how we connect with each other, 
exploring and celebrating our shared values, 
traditions and love of Israel, while we discover 
and appreciate each person as an individual. 
Jewish life, learning and joy infuse our days 
both as a rich heritage and as powerful ideas 
to guide us as we grow. We are pluralist and 
Kosher.

For more information about each of the Cohen 
Camps: http://www.cohencamps.org/camps/
let-us-help-you-choose/

Presented by the Kapiloff Family

For the past eighteen years, the Ed 
Kapiloff Youth Scholarship has provided 
one annual scholarship for a child or chil-
dren of synagogue members to attend a 
Jewish summer camp.

Applicants are invited to send a written 
request to Rabbi Loewenthal telling why a 
Jewish summer camp experience would be 
meaningful and how it could help them to 
better serve their synagogue and commu-
nity.  Parental help with the letter of appli-
cation is acceptable.

•  You must choose a Jewish camp such as 
Camp Havaya (JRF), Camp Eisner, or one 
of similar cost.  You may attend a camp 
affiliated with any of the movements, in 
any location.

•  The Scholarship will be based on need 
and requires community service to the 
synagogue or community.

•  Your family must be a member in good 
standing of Congregation Ahavas Achim.

If you have any questions, please contact 
Rabbi Loewenthal at 352-6747, or  
rabbi.ahavas.achim@gmail.com .
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Congregation
 Ahavas Achim
THE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE  
OF THE MONADNOCK REGION

1
2

3
4

7:00 pm Traditional 
Shabbat Service

5

6
9:30 am Religious School
12:30 pm Torah Study
2:30 pm Adult Hebrew

7
8

9
7:00 pm Board of  
Directors Meeting

10
11

7:00 pm New and  
Prospective Member 
Shabbat Service

12
10:00 am Outdoor  
Shabbat at Judy Rubin’s

13
9:30 am Religious School/
Tu B’Shevat Seder
12:30 pm Torah Study
2:30 pm Adult Hebrew

14
15

16
17

4:45 pm 
Community Kitchen

18
5:30 pm Dinner & Lecture
7:00 pm Shabbat Shirah

19
10:00 am Shabbat Shirah 
at BAJC
  

20
No Religious School

21
22

23
24

25
7:00 pm Kavanah Shabbat 
Service

26
7:00 pm CAA Movie
“The Big Lebowski”

27
9:30 am Religious School
2:00 pm  Lost Boundaries: A 
70th Anniversary Screening, 
Colonial Theater, Keene

28
29

30
31

4:45 pm Community 
Kitchen
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Jewish Federation of New Hampshire Offers 
the Israel Experience Grant – 2019

The Israel Experience 
is an exciting teen ini-
tiative of the Jewish 

Federation of New Hampshire. It is based on 
the guiding principle that continuing Jewish 
education linked with a peer trip to Israel will 
forge a strong Jewish identity in the hearts and 
minds of youth.

The Jewish Federation of New Hampshire 
strongly believes that a young adult peer travel 
experience to Israel is a fundamental educational 
opportunity in American Jewish communal life.

Funding for this program comes in part from 
the Irving and Bernice Singer Israel Experience 
Fund of the Jewish Federation Foundation.

What parents need to know:

• Up to $1000* is available to any Jewish teen 
entering 11th or 12th grades who lives in 
NH or whose family belongs to a NH Jewish 
congregation for a peer trip to Israel that is a 
minimum of 3 weeks. The grant is not based 
on financial need. Teens particpating in Gap 
years or Peer programs are also eligible.

• This amount is increased to up to $1800* for 
students who have continued with Hebrew 
High School through 10th grade or have com-
pleted their own synagogue’s high school 
program.

• Families must participate in the current JFNH 
Annual Campaign with a paid pledge of $100 
or more.

• Families' accounts with JFNH must be in good 
standing.

• A statement of cost of trip from the trip pro-
vider must be submitted to the JFNH.

• This application is for all trips between June 
2018 and May 2019. Applications will be con-
sidered as they are received as long as fund-
ing is available.

What is expected of the teen:

• To complete a service project with JFNH or 
another nonprofit organization

• To submit an article for the NH Jewish Reporter 
upon their return

• To share their experiences and promote this 
program by speaking at a New Hampshire 
Synagogue or teen event

*The amount of individual grants may vary depend-
ing upon the total number of applicants. For more 
information visit the JFNH website: http://www.jew-
ishnh.org, or contact Nancy Frankel, JFNH Camp/
Israel Experience Grant chair at corkyatcf@aol.com

Camp Havaya – An Exciting Summer Camp 
Opportunity!

Camp Havaya 
(formerly Camp 
JRF) is all about 

the joy of summer camp…with the freedom to 
be who you truly are.

In the incredibly diverse and accepting com-
munity, all kids—no matter their race, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, family structure, or 
Jewish background—are more than welcomed. 
They’re celebrated! With so many activities—
from the high-ropes challenge course to learn-
ing a new song, from the trampoline in our lake 
to any number of sports—the biggest challenge 
at Camp Havaya is figuring out what’s the most 
fun!

Camp Havaya is located on 120 acres of beauti-
fully wooded land in the Pocono Mountains 
of Pennsylvania. The Aaron and Marjorie 
Ziegelman Campus has a kosher kitchen, heat-
ed six-lane swimming pool, private pond, arts 
center, indoor / outdoor theater, multiple athlet-
ic fields and courts, high and low ropes courses, 
fully equipped Wellness Center, and streams 
and hiking trails throughout the property.

Camp Havaya is now accepting applications 
for the 2019 summer season. Visit: http://www.
camphavaya.org for detailed information and 
photos. Scholarships are available. 
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Yahrzeits for January/February
Date Yahrzeit Jewish  Friday before 
Observed Date Yahrzeit
1/1 Edwin Kaufman  24 Tevet        1/5
1/5      Etta Kapiloff  28 Tevet       1/4 
1/5 Carol Norma Tratt 28 Tevet 1/4
1/6 Samuel J. Cohn 29 Tevet 1/4
1/6    Michael New  29 Tevet        1/4
1/8 Sybil Dorner 2 Shevat 1/4
1/9     Fanny Andrews  3 Shevat       1/4
1/9 Samuel Brownstein 3 Shevat 1/4 
1/11 Ida Kaplan Stone  5 Shevat        1/11
1/12 Bernard O. Weiss 6 Shevat 1/11
1/13     Hyman Butler  7 Shevat        1/11
1/14     Kenneth L. Broad  8 Shevat      1/11
1/14 Nehemia Press 8 Shevat 1/11
1/15 Esther Bernstein  9 Shevat        1/11
1/15     Florence Lipsky  9 Shevat        1/11
1/15 Sydney Robins  9 Shevat  1/11
1/16     Leonard Kapiloff  10 Shevat       1/11
1/16     Miriam Peller Rhodes 10 Shevat    1/11
1/18 Norman Aliber 12 Shevat 1/18
1/18     Mollie Buckowsky  12 Shevat        1/18
1/19     Jules Shapiro  13 Shevat       1/18
1/19 Jerome Weinrieb 13 Shevat 1/18
1/20 Esther Chorney Cushner 14 Shevat 1/18
1/20     H. Herbert Fox 14 Shevat        1/18
1/22 Morris Fox  16 Shevat        1/18
1/24     William Gale  18 Shevat        1/25
1/26     Ruth Cohen  20 Shevat       1/25
1/26 David Kacenek 20 Shevat 1/25
1/26     Sheila Tenofsky  20 Shevat      1/25
1/28 Harry Freedman 22 Shevat 1/25
2/7     Jack Kaplan  22 Shevat        1/25
2/9 Meyer Kaplan  24 Shevat        1/25
2/1 Eve Reisig  26 Shevat      2/1
2/5  Sylvia Cooper (Rosenberg)  30 Shevat  2/1
2/5 Abraham Rubin Quint 30 Shevat 2/1
2/6  Louis Andrews  1 Adar  2/1
2/6  Lester Bieber  1 Adar  2/1
2/6 Jacob Lichman 1 Adar 2/1
2/7 Ida Aliber 2 Adar 2/1
2/7 Deborah (Dolly) Cohen  2 Adar 2/1
2/10    Mollie Hanan 5 Adar  2/8
2/10    Eric Komitzsky 5 Adar  2/8
2/11    Norman Harold Brown 6 Adar  2/8
2/13    Harry Krugman 8 Adar  2/8
2/14    Pauline Krugman 9 Adar  2/8
2/14    Gordon David Stone 9 Adar  2/8
2/15    Moritz Lowy 10 Adar  2/15
2/16    Mildred Weber Brown 11 Adar  2/15
2/16    Marcia Tenofsky Riendeau 11 Adar  2/15
2/18    George Andrews 13 Adar  2/15
Yahrzeits are listed according to the Hebrew date, so the English date 
will vary from year to year. Kaddish may be recited on the Shabbat 
nearest the date of remembrance. Please notify the synagogue office 
at 352-6747 if you find an error, or would like to have the name of a 
loved one included in the future.

Cohen Center for Holocaust and 
Genocide Studies Presents:
Lost Boundaries: 70th 
Anniversary Screening

Produced by Louise  
de Rochemont
Sunday, January 27, 
2019, 2:00 PM The 
Colonial Theatre
95 Main Street
Keene, New Hampshire
This film is a nonfiction account of 
Dr. Albert Johnston and his fam-
ily, a black family who passed for 
white in order to work while living 
in Keene, New Hampshire in the 
1930s and 1940s. 

This film won the 1949 Cannes Film 
Festival award for Best Screenplay. 
Scott Carter (Mel Ferrer) is an 
African-American doctor who 
is eager to serve his community 
by working at a black hospital. 
However, he encounters unexpect-
ed opposition when his light skin 
color results in him being mistaken 
for a white man. At the urging of 
his in-laws, Carter and his simi-
larly pale wife, Marcia (Beatrice 
Pearson), begin to masquerade 
as white to more easily find their 
place (to find work) in a fiercely 
segregated society. 

This shocking story is based on 
real events that happened in 
Keene, NH. Film to be followed 
by a discussion on systemic rac-
ism with Dottie Morris, Associate 
Vice President for Diversity and 
Inclusion at Keene State College.
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Cycle of Life
Donations
General Fund
The Staff at Newton Lee 
Elementary School, Ashburn, 
VA - in memory of David Stone
Maxine Stone - in memory of David Stone
Gerry Eichner – for Chanukah celebration 
Doug & Risa Keene - with gratefulness and in 
honor of Rabbi Loewenthal and the board of 
directors at CAA.  We are so thankful for your 
compassion and hard work.

In honor of Arthur Cohen's 90th birthday:
William & Anne Moyle 
Barbara Taft
Theresa & Edward Murdough
Dorothy & Lyle Handy 
Lynn & Steven Murdough
Dru & Barry Fox
Ann Skidds
Harvey Traison
The Lawlor Family
Dan Cohen
Gary & Jane Shapiro
Sally & Louis Labarre
Rose, Pam & Chelsea Weinrieb
Michael & Tricia Kapiloff
Lester & Norma Cohen

CeLebraTe a SiMChah by purChaSing a Leaf on 
our Tree of Life
• Bar and Bat Mitzvahs  
• Births  
• Graduations  
• Anniversaries  
• Special Birthdays  
• Honors • Best Wishes  
   and Congratulations

Please contact Daniella at secretary.ahavas.
achim@gmail.com or call the synagogue 
office at 603-352-6747. $270 per leaf.

 lodging  .  wedding receptions  .  Bat/Bar Mitzvahs 

keenecourtyard.com              thelanehotel.com       holidayinnexpress.com/keenenh

Contact Michelle Clark : (603) 354-7900 x4924

  MAZEL TOV

Nathan E. Cohen Memorial Lecture Series
Michael & Patti Schuman - in memory of David 
Stone
Amber Bell
Sandy & David Kochman – in honor of Arthur 
Cohen’s 90th birthday

Special Fund
The Sylvern Family

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund
Lois London       

Florence Aliber Lipsky Fund 
Dorothy Saks - in memory of Florence Aliber 
Lipsky 
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Congregation
Ahavas Achim
THE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE

84 Hastings Avenue
Keene, NH 03431
603-352-6747
E-mail: rabbi.ahavas.achim@gmail.com 
www.keenesynagogue.org

   mike.kapiloff@kapiloff.com


